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Supplemental Supporting Information for a Finding of Effect 
  

Pittsfield 21812.00 
Scope: Rehabilitation, Drainage Improvements, and ADA upgrades   
Finding of Effect: No Adverse Effect  
 
Purpose and Need 
The purpose of the project is to improve vehicular safety, roadside drainage, pedestrian safety, 
mobility and accessibility along Main Street/Route 11, a major collector road, beginning 
approximately 380’ southwest of McCarthy Street to the Detroit town line in Pittsfield. 
 
The need for this project is due to deficiencies in the road pavement and drainage. Additionally, 
the existing sidewalks and pedestrian crossings do not provide adequate accessibility in an area 
with both residences and businesses. 
 
Proposed Action 
The proposed action is mill and fill of the road surface, drainage improvements, and sidewalk 
reconstruction of Main Street/Route 11 between McCarthy Street and the Detroit town line. The 
proposed work would begin at STA 5+15. After a transition from STA 6+00 to STA 7+00, 
pavement would be milled down to the existing concrete core and replaced with 3” of hot mix 
asphalt (HMA). Within the boundaries of the historic district located between Franklin Street and 
Library Street (STA 13+50L to 35+10L & STA 14+10R to 30+45R), the travel lanes would be 
narrowed from 11’ to 10’ with 5’ shoulders. On the westerly side of the road the asphalt sidewalk 
would be reconstructed as a 5’ American with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant sidewalk with a 
2’ grass esplanade from the beginning of the project to Somerset Avenue (STA 6+00L to STA 
42+50L). The existing grass esplanade would be replaced in-kind. Trees would be removed at STA 
15+55L, 15+65L, 16+45L, 21+05R, and 32+00L. Concrete curbing on both sides of the road would 
be replaced in kind. The side street crossings and tip-downs at Nichols Street, Libby Street, Manson 
Street, Crosby Street, Library Street, Central Street, Hunnewell Avenue, Easy Street, and Somerset 
Avenue would be made (ADA) compliant. 
 
From the railroad crossing at STA 36+66 to Madawaska Road (STA 64+00), the roadway and 
shoulders would be milled and filled at various depths to improve drainage. Slopes in the project 
area would range from 1.5% to 6%. 45’ of new concrete curb and asphalt sidewalk installed at STA 
56+75L. Starting at STA 60+75L, 120’ of new curb and sidewalk would be installed. The remainder 
of the sidewalk work between the railroad tracks at STA 36+66 and Somerset Avenue (STA 42+50) 
will be completed as part of a municipally funded project. From Madawaska Avenue (STA 64+00) 
to the project end (STA 104+75) 2” of the roadway would be milled and filled. The shoulders would 
be reconstructed with 18” of coarse aggregate topped with 3” HMA. Drainage along the right side 
would be a standard open ditch and a combination of shallow ditched and underdrain on the left 
side. Updated tip-downs and detectable warning fields would be added to all sidewalks.  
 
Federal Action   
Federal funding. 
 
Definition of Area of Potential Effect (APE) 
The proposed project is located along Main Street/Route 11 between McCarthy Street and the 
Detroit town line in Pittsfield. The map below shows the APE.  
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Figure 1. Pittsfield 21812.00 Area of Potential Effect 
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Historic Properties 
The proposed project is located in Pittsfield. The following descriptions of historic properties found 
within the project area are based on the MaineDOT survey package submitted to and concurred 
with by the Maine Historic Preservation Commission (MHPC).  
 
Pittsfield Historic District (Various Owners, STA 13+50L to 35+10L & STA 14+10R to 30+45R)  

 

National Register-
eligible  
 
Criteria A, B, & C; 
Architecture, 
Education, 
Community Planning 
and Development 
 

The Pittsfield Historic District is made up of residences and their association barns, as well as a 
school, a church, and a library. The resources date from c.1850-c.1920. Pittsfield was first settled 
in the late eighteenth century and developed as an agricultural trade center. The town grew as the 
potential energy of the Sebasticook River was realized through the establishment of various types 
of mills, starting with a lumber mill and eventually a woolen mill. The rail arrived in 1855 
bringing with it an opportunity to efficiently transport goods in and out of the town. Generally, 
Pittsfield experienced economic prosperity though the 1940s. While the majority of the resources 
in the historic district are vernacular there are several examples of different high style buildings 
throughout the survey area. The district contains several Italianate structures, as well as Greek 
Revival, Second Empire, Queen Anne, 20th-Century Revival, and Neo-Classical Revival styles. 
The district includes the campus of Maine Central Institute. The campus is a mix of buildings 
constructed specifically for the school as well as buildings acquired throughout its existence and 
repurposed. There are two individually listed properties within the district: the Pittsfield Public 
Library, an excellent example of the Beaux Arts style and Maine Central Institute’s Founders 
Hall. The district’s period of significance is c.1850-c.1920.  
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House at 295 Main Street (Maine Central Institute, STA 18+05L to 19+10L) 

 

National Register-
Eligible 
 
Contributing Resource 
to National Register-
eligible Pittsfield 
Historic District 
 
Criterion C; 
Architecture 
 

The house at 295 Main Street exemplifies the Second Empire style with its mansard roof, square 
massing, projecting dormers, paired brackets under the eaves and bay window cornices. Its period 
of significance is its date of construction, assumed to be circa 1865. 
 
Maine Central Institute Historic District, 295 Main Street (Maine Central Institute, STA 19+55L 
to 24+00L) 

 

National Register-
Eligible 
 
Criteria A & C; 
Education, Architecture 

The Maine Central Institute consists of 16 buildings set on approximately 31 acres south of the 
commercial center of Pittsfield. The campus is a mix of buildings constructed specifically for 
instruction or housing as well as buildings acquired throughout its existence and repurposed. The 
oldest building, Founders Hall, is individually listed on the National Register. The Italianate 
building, built in 1868, anchors the oldest part of campus consisting of the campus quad and a U-
drive connecting to Main Street. Weymouth Hall, south of Founders Hall, was constructed in 1911 
in the Classical Revival Style as a girl’s dormitory. Parks Gymnasium, north of Founders Hall and 
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built in 1936, is a simple square brick building with limited fenestration and concrete details. 
Another Classical Revival building, Alumni Hall, was constructed in 1938. It served as a boy’s 
dormitory and sits behind the First Baptist Church facing the quad. The campus has also 
incorporated several former single-family residences. The district’s assumed period of significance 
is 1868-1966. Further research is needed to determine if significance is ongoing.  
 
Founders Hall, Maine Central Institute, 295 Main Street (Maine Central Institute, STA 19+55L to 
24+00L) 

 

National Register-
Listed 
 
Contributing Resource 
to National Register-
eligible Pittsfield 
Historic District  
&  
the Maine Central 
Institute Historic 
District 
 
Criterion C; 
Architecture 

 
Founder’s Hall is an Italianate style building built in 1868. The three-story brick structure is built 
on a granite foundation. The façade is nine bays wide with a central protruding three bay section. 
There are entrances on each side of the protrusion which are sheltered by simple porticos. The 
protrusion contains triple windows in its center bay, and the second floor openings are double 
height. The remaining windows are arched 2/2 double hung. The cornice is denticulated and 
brackets support the eaves. A bell tower rises above the hipped roof.  
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Pittsfield Public Library, (Inhabitants of the Town of Pittsfield, STA 33+75L to 35+15L) 

 

National Register-listed 
 
Contributing Resource to 
National Register-
eligible Pittsfield 
Historic District 
 
Criteria A & C, 
Architecture 
 

The Pittsfield Public Library is a one-story Palladian Villa consisting of a domed circular center 
chamber with two wings extending to create a 135-degree angle.  It was constructed in 1903 of 
pressed brick. The entrance is framed by Ionic columns and pilasters that support a denticulated 
pediment. Each wing contains a large arched window framed by Tuscan pilasters. A belt course 
runs along the base of the windows below which are two shallow arch-topped windows at the 
basement level. The library’s parcel also holds a Civil War monument consisting of a Union 
Soldier cast in copper mounted on an octagonal granite base. The property also holds a canon 
serving as a monument to the Spanish American war. The library was listed under Criterion C for 
its significance in Architecture as an excellent local example of the Beaux Arts Style. It is 
presumed that the monuments would be considered a part of this listing because they are on the 
same legal parcel. The period of significance for the library and monuments is 1903-1904, the 
year the Civil war monument was dedicated. 
 
Maine Central Railroad Station, (Inhabitants of the Town of Pittsfield, STA 36+60L to 37+10L) 

 

National Register-
Listed 
 
Criteria A & C; 
Transportation, 
Architecture 
 

https://arcgisserver.maine.gov/mapviewerservices/api/Resources/histprop/image/65942_46422.jpg
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The Pittsfield Maine Central Railroad Station, built in 1888, is a single-story clapboard Italianate 
style structure. The façade is two bays wide, with the entry door located in the south bay. The south 
elevation contains a square protruding bay topped by a gable structure. The double hung 1-over-2 
windows have stained glass upper sashes and carved wooden hoods. The windows are uniform in 
size and appear in either pairs or as single openings. The cornice is made up of decorative panels 
with brackets supporting the overhanging eaves. Large carved brackets sit at each corner. The roof 
is hipped. The building served as a passenger railroad station for the Maine Central Railroad 
(MEC), which connected to the Sebasticook and Moosehead Railroad in Pittsfield. The station’s 
period of significance is 1888-1960 when MEC ceased passenger operations. 
 
Maine Central Railroad Historic District, (Maine Central Railroad Co., STA 35+95RL to 
36+60RL) 

 

National Register-
Eligible 
 
Criteria A & C;  
Industry, 
Transportation 
 

The Maine Central Railroad Company was chartered in 1856 and began operations in 1862. It was 
created by the merger of the Androscoggin and Kennebec Railroad and the Penobscot and 
Kennebec Railroad. By 1884, it was the longest railroad in New England, having added leased 
branches from other companies. At its height in 1917, it extended from Eastport, Calais, and 
Vanceboro in the east, Portland in the south, St. Johnsbury, Vermont in the west, and to Lime 
Ridge, Quebec in the north. After World War I, the railroad began to reduce its lines. In 1933 MEC 
entered into a joint management agreement with the Boston and Maine Railroad. It ran its last 
passenger train in 1960. It was purchased by Guilford Transportation Industries in 1983 (now 
named Pan Am Systems). Its period of significance is c.1862-1960. 
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Bijou Theatre, 137 Main Street (Inhabitants of the Town of Pittsfield, STA 38+10L to 38+60L)  

 

National Register-
Eligible 
 
Criterion A; 
Entertainment/ 
Recreation 

The Bijou Theatre was built c.1915 by Anthony St. Ledger. It is constructed of red brick. There is 
a large marquee that runs nearly the entire width of the façade. Two sets of aluminum framed doors 
sit below the marquee. A tall bracketed wooden cornice runs along the top of the one-story building. 
The original canopy was replaced by the current marquee in 1966, obscuring a row of small 
windows. The town of Pittsfield purchased the theatre in 1975 and it continues to serve as a movie 
theatre. It is significant as an example of an early-twentieth century movie theatre that is still in use 
today. Its period of significance is c.1915-1975, when the city purchased the theatre.  
 
People’s United Bank, 109-111 Main Street (People’s United Bank, STA 40+65L to 41+95L) 

 

National Register-
Eligible 
 
Criterion C; 
Architecture 
 

The bank was designed by the New York architectural firm of Mowbray & Uffinger, who 
specialized in designing bank buildings. The brick two-story building is three bays wide with the 
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recessed entrance located in the center bay. The first-floor windows completely fill the other bays. 
The second-floor windows are grouped in threes except for the center bay which contains a single 
opening. The entrance and window above are framed in craved red sandstone. Full height Ionic 
pilasters support an entablature. A wide denticulated cornice sits above the entablature. The 
building continues to be used as a bank. The period of significance is c.1910, the date of 
construction. 
 
Pittsfield Universalist Church, 9 Easy Street (First Universalist Church, STA 44+00R to 45+30R) 

 

National Register-Listed 
 
Criteria A & C; Art, 
Architecture 
 

 
The First Universalist Church of Pittsfield is a large, irregular Queen Anne structure built in 
1898-99. Its main body consists of two one-and-one-half story pitched-roofed sections 
arranged perpendicularly to form a '"T". The "shaft" of the "T", consisting of the sanctuary, 
runs east to west, and is slightly wider and longer than the "bar", which contains a central 
auditorium, a parlor at the south end, and vestry rooms at the north. It was listed in 1983 
under Criteria A & C for its significance in Art & Architecture as an example of the Queen 
Anne style and for the frescoes created by Henry H. Conchrane within.  The nomination 
notes while Conchrane was a prolific artist, Pittsfield represents his “finest and most 
ambitious works.” The church’s period of significance is 1898-99. 
  
Archeological Resources 
There are no archaeological resources in the project area. 
 
Impacts to Property 
The following addresses potential impacts to properties as a result of the proposed action.  
 
Pittsfield Historic District (Various Owners, STA 13+50L to 35+10L & STA 14+10R to 30+45R)  
The proposed action would result in No Adverse Effect to the Pittsfield Historic District. 
The proposed action would require cut, fill, and HMA installation throughout the district. The travel 
lanes would be narrowed to 10’ with 5’ shoulders. The sidewalk within the district would be 
reconstructed with a 5’ ADA compliant sidewalk and the esplanade would be replaced in-kind with 
a standard 2’ within the district. Tree removal would occur at STA15+55L (Maple), 15+65L 
(Maple), 16+45L (Maple), 21+05R (Maple), and 32+00L (Elm). The removal of these trees would 
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not diminish the setting of the district. The reduction in width of the travel lanes and a constant 
width esplanade would not diminish the setting of the district. No new materials are being 
introduced. Temporary construction rights would be required at several properties for grading 
purposes. These actions will not affect the resource’s design, materials, workmanship, location, 
feeling or association. 
 
House at 295 Main Street (Maine Central Institute, STA 18+05L to 19+10L) 
The proposed action would result in No Adverse Effect to 295 Main Street. The proposed action 
would require cut, fill, and HMA adjacent to the property. The travel lanes would be narrowed to 
10’ with 5’ shoulders. The sidewalk would be reconstructed with a 5’ ADA compliant sidewalk 
and the grass esplanade would be replaced in-kind. The reduction in width of the travel lanes would 
not diminish the setting. No new materials are being introduced and all work is being completed 
with existing right-of-way. These actions will not affect the resource’s design, materials, 
workmanship, location, feeling or association. 
 
Maine Central Institute Historic District, 295 Main Street (Maine Central Institute, STA 19+55L 
to 24+00L) 
The proposed action would result in No Adverse Effect to Maine Central Institute Historic District. 
The proposed action would require cut, fill, and HMA adjacent to the property. The travel lanes 
would be narrowed to 10’ with 5’ shoulders. The sidewalk would be reconstructed with a 5’ ADA 
compliant sidewalk and the grass esplanade would be replaced in-kind. The reduction in width of 
the travel lanes would not diminish the setting. No new materials are being introduced. Temporary 
construction rights would be required at several properties for grading purposes. These actions will 
not affect the resource’s design, materials, workmanship, location, feeling or association. 
 
Founders Hall, Maine Central Institute, 295 Main Street (Maine Central Institute, STA 19+55L to 
24+00L) 
The proposed action would result in No Adverse Effect to Founders Hall. The proposed action 
would require cut, fill, and HMA adjacent to the property. The travel lanes would be narrowed to 
10’ with 5’ shoulders. The sidewalk would be reconstructed with a 5’ ADA compliant sidewalk 
and the grass esplanade would be replaced in-kind. The reduction in width of the travel lanes would 
not diminish the setting. No new materials are being introduced. Temporary construction rights 
would be required at several properties for grading purposes. These actions will not affect the 
resource’s design, materials, workmanship, location, feeling or association. 
 
Pittsfield Public Library, SM 60-62 (Inhabitants of the Town of Pittsfield, STA 33+75L to 35+15L) 
The proposed action would result in No Adverse Effect to the Pittsfield Public Library. The 
proposed action would require cut, fill, and HMA installation adjacent to the property. The travel 
lanes would be narrowed to 10’ with 5’ shoulders. The sidewalk would be reconstructed with a 5’ 
ADA compliant sidewalk and the grass esplanade would be replaced in-kind. The reduction in 
width of the travel lanes would not diminish the setting. No new materials are being introduced and 
all work is being completed with existing right-of-way. These actions will not affect the resource’s 
design, materials, workmanship, location, feeling or association.  
 
Maine Central Railroad Station, SM#63 (Inhabitants of the Town of Pittsfield, STA 36+60L to 
37+10L) 
The proposed action would result in No Adverse Effect to the Maine Central Railroad Station. The 
proposed action would require the roadway and shoulders adjacent to the property to be milled and 
filled with HMA. The sidewalk would be reconstructed with a 5’ ADA compliant sidewalk. No 
new materials are being introduced and all work is being completed with existing right-of-way. 
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These actions will not affect the resource’s design, materials, workmanship, location, feeling or 
association.  
 
Maine Central Railroad Historic District, (Maine Central Railroad Co., STA 35+95RL to 
36+60RL) 
The proposed action would result in No Adverse Effect to the Maine Central Railroad Historic 
District. The proposed action would require the roadway and shoulders adjacent to the property to 
be milled and filled with HMA. A new 5’ ADA compliant sidewalk would be constructed between 
STA 35+50L to STA 36+00L to create continuity for pedestrian access in the downtown area. New 
curbing would be added on the eastern side of the road. No new materials are being introduced. All 
work would be within the existing railroad right-of-way, all of which MaineDOT holds a permanent 
easement on at this location. These actions will not affect the resource’s design, materials, 
workmanship, location, feeling or association.  
 
Bijou Theatre, 137 Main Street (Inhabitants of the Town of Pittsfield, STA 38+10L to 38+60L) 
The proposed action would result in No Adverse Effect to the Bijou Theatre. The proposed action 
would require the roadway and shoulders adjacent to the property to be milled and filled with HMA. 
The sidewalk would be reconstructed with a 5’ ADA compliant sidewalk. No new materials are 
being introduced and all work is being completed with existing right-of-way. These actions will 
not affect the resource’s design, materials, workmanship, location, feeling or association.  
 
People’s United Bank, 109-111 Main Street (People’s United Bank, STA 40+65L to 41+95L) 
The proposed action would result in No Adverse Effect to People’s United Bank. The proposed 
action would require the roadway and shoulders adjacent to the property to be milled and filled 
with HMA. The sidewalk would be reconstructed with a 5’ ADA compliant sidewalk. No new 
materials are being introduced and all work is being completed with existing right-of-way. These 
actions will not affect the resource’s design, materials, workmanship, location, feeling or 
association.  
 
Pittsfield Universalist Church, 9 Easy Street (First Universalist Church, STA 44+00R to 45+30R) 
The proposed action would result in No Adverse Effect to Pittsfield Universalist Church. The 
proposed action would require the roadway and shoulders adjacent to the property to be milled and 
filled with HMA. No new materials are being introduced and all work is being completed with 
existing right-of-way. These actions will not affect the resource’s design, materials, workmanship, 
location, feeling or association.  
 
Archaeological Resources 
No archaeological properties would be affected by the proposed undertaking. 
 
Avoidance and Minimization Efforts  
The proposed action avoids any physical impacts to the historic resources located in the project 
area. Extensive effort was made to avoid an adverse effect on the Pittsfield Historic District and 
the Maine Central Institute Historic District along Main Street. The preliminary design proposed 
the removal of the existing grass esplanade on the western side of the road to reduce municipal 
maintenance. The removal of the existing esplanade would result in the relocation of utility poles 
that currently stand within or immediately adjacent to the esplanade, which would subsequently 
cause extensive tree removal along the corridor to accommodate the relocated utility poles and 
wires.  
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The grass esplanades and the mature deciduous trees that run the length of the road on both sides 
of Main Street south of the railroad tracks have been present for well over 100 years with little 
alteration. The corridor still retains sufficient integrity to contribute to the historic districts’ 
significance.  In consideration of the preliminary design’s potential to adversely affect the historic 
districts’ integrity – especially the integrity of design and setting – the design was modified so that 
the western esplanade would remain, and only minimal tree removal would be required. Minimal 
tree trimming and the removal of five trees would not diminish the setting of the historic resources. 
ADA improvements are minimal, and any sidewalk grading or curb work will be replaced in-kind. 
The proposed action also uses materials that are currently found in the project area. 
 
Dismissed Alternatives  
Alternative 1 Alternative 1 would have eliminated the sidewalk esplanade from the 

beginning of the project to approximately STA 36+00. Due to the 
likelihood of an adverse effect to the historic districts as a result of the loss 
of the esplanade and the removal of adjacent trees, Alternative 1 was 
dismissed.  

 
Proposed Materials 
Hot mix asphalt, concrete curbing, plastic traffic mats. 
 
Plans 
Pittsfield, Somerset County, Route 11 (Main Street), Maine Department of Transportation, June 
28, 2021  
 
Attachments 
Kirk F. Mohney, MHPC, to Julie Senk, MaineDOT, February 11, 2019 & April 8, 2019 
J. N. Leith Smith, MHPC, to Julie Senk, MaineDOT, May 12, 2021 
 









STATE OF MAINE 
Memorandum  

 
 
 
Date:  May 12, 2021 
 
To:  Julie Senk, Historic Preservation Coordinator, Maine DOT/ENV 
 
From:  J. N. Leith Smith, MHPC 
 
Subject:  Follow-up Archaeology Review. 
 
Project:  WIN 21812.00, MHPC #758-17.  Rehabilitation of 1.81 miles of Route 100/11 in 
Pittsfield. 
 
 
Dear Julie, 
 
Thank you for providing the PDR plan for the above referenced project.  Plan review finds that 
the proposed highway rehabilitation will have no effect on prehistoric Native American or 
historic archaeological sites.  In following the procedures specified in the Federal 
Highway/MHPC/MDOT programmatic agreement, we recommend a finding that there will be 
no archaeological properties affected by the proposed undertaking. 



PITTSFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT

EEEEXXXXIIIISSSSTTTTIIIINNNNGGGG RRRROOOOWWWW CCCCUUUUTTTT LLLLIIIINNNNEEEESSSS FFFFIIIILLLLLLLL LLLLIIIINNNNEEEESSSS TTTTRRRREEEEEEEE RRRREEEEMMMMOOOOVVVVAAAALLLLC  C F  F



PITTSFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT

PITTSFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT

MAINE CENTRAL INSTITUTE HISTORIC DISTRICT



PITTSFIELD D HISTORIC DISTRICT

PITTSFIELD F HISTORIC DISTRICTSS



PITTSFIELD D HISTORIC DISTRICTCCRICRI

HISTORIC
PROPERTY

HISTORIC
PROPERTY

HISTORIC
PROPERTY



HISTORIC
PROPERTY

HISTORIC
PROPERTY








































































	Pittsfield 21812.00 DOEf Final Draft.pdf
	Purpose and Need
	Federal Action
	Definition of Area of Potential Effect (APE)
	Historic Properties
	Proposed Materials
	Plans

	Pittsfield 21812.00 NRE Memo_More Info Request.pdf
	Pittsfield 21812.00 MHPC Concur_NRE.pdf
	Pittsfield 21812.00 MHPC Archaeology_No Concern 5.12.2021.pdf
	MHPC Plans_Select Pages.pdf

